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Vestry Meeting  

Thursday, April 2nd 

10:30 am 

I do not know if it is really possible, but during this unchartered time I find myself 

moving constantly between uncertainty and confidence. In our lifetimes, we have 

lived through many health scares. We have members who are Small Pox survivors 

and  there have been several smaller pandemics such as SARS and MERS. But, 

COVID-19 is a new experience for everyone. This is why we need to take care of 

each other. I am asking that we all make the effort to call, reach out, and be there 

if needed for each other. We are who we are today because we have always taken 

care of each other. We now we need to do this on steroids! 

 

We have all grown up with the paradigm where church was a physical, 

interpersonal relationship with our priest and those of us in the congregation. This 

created a community of support. Even though we all used technology in our 

secular lives, church was always personal. Things change fast! For the foreseeable 

future, technology is going to keep our  personal relationships together. I feel that 

that we will ultimately find a compromise where technology assists in building 

relationships. But, we will need to work on this together.  

 

This last week, Pastor Andrea+ initiated our entrance into the live streaming era 

and the use of YouTube with our services. Truly, this is a point of no return if we 

want to be relevant in this new age where technological communication is in the 

forefront. Join us in worship these next few Sunday mornings at 9:30am for a Join us in worship these next few Sunday mornings at 9:30am for a Join us in worship these next few Sunday mornings at 9:30am for a Join us in worship these next few Sunday mornings at 9:30am for a 

Facebook Live streaming serviceFacebook Live streaming serviceFacebook Live streaming serviceFacebook Live streaming service. These services will be available on YouTube for 

later viewing and for those who chose to not use Facebook.  

 

If there is one thing I would really like to emphasize, it is that St. James as we now 

know it rose out of adversity. We lost 80% of our congregation in the early 

2000’s and everyone, except those who stayed, thought we were done. Never 

underestimate St. James!  We are so confident in ourselves that our Rector Search 

Committee just submitted the required Parish Profile and OTM information to the 

Episcopal Diocese of Arizona. This means, we do not look back. We only look 

into the future!  

 

Peace, 

 

Bob Klassen 

 

******** 

 

While we are only meeting virtually, please remember to keep up with our 

pledges and offerings. The Rector Search Committee has committed a 

compensation package in the search process and as a new parish. You can 

contribute to St. James at: 

 

St. James 

975 E Warner Rd or  https://my.simplegive.com/App/Giving/st975169 

Tempe, AZ 85284 
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Treasurer’s Update 
 

Despite everything, we had an operating surplus of $7,224 in 
March.  Again, we missed the budgeted operating income by a good 
amount,  but operating expenses were also lower than budgeted--
largely because we are not (yet) paying salary and benefits for a 
permanent Rector. Otherwise, our expenses are basically the same 
now as they were before the COVID-19 crisis.  Now is surely a time 
of testing of both our resiliency, and our faith.  But God is with us!    
 
Please mail your pledge payments to Diana as if you were putting them in the plate every Sunday!  Or use the 
“Simple Give” link on the St. James website.  Thanks!! 
 
Gerry Carlston (pgcarlston@cox.net) 
Treasurer      

 Actual 

YTD Operating Income $  52,787 

YTD Operating Expense $    45,563 

YTD Surplus / (Deficit) $    7,224 

Budget 

$  67,324 

$  67,830 

$  -506 

January 1 through March 30, 2020 

Bob Klassen (Senior Warden) 

Larry Kenyon (Junior Warden) 

Gerry Carlston (Treasurer) 

Ann Marie Bellamy-Bartholomew  

Joan Besonen 

Denise Boyd 

Mary Hovden 

Tara Papaccio 

At Your Service: 

Your Vestry 

Online Finger Labyrinth Walk 

 
From Deacon Robin Hollis — 
 
In this difficult and uncertain time, while many of us are under a 
"shelter in place" order, we invite you to join us for an online 
Finger Labyrinth Walk and Meditation every Friday at 4:00 pm 
pacific in April. The first session will be led by the Reverend Dr. 
Lauren Artress. Let's come together as the labyrinth community 
and send our healing energy out to the world.  
 
We ask that you register for the event, but there is no cost for this 
gathering. Please have a Finger Labyrinth available - one is 
included in this newsletter (page 8) if you don't have your own. We 
are using Zoom to host the gathering. If you are not familiar with 
this platform, just click on the meeting link and follow the 
directions.  
 
We look to gathering online with you. 
 
Copy and paste this address to register:  
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/vpEtdu-vqz4uVNox7l01AOyjSCEspCNsjg  
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A video of Pastor Andrea leading the Stations of the Cross 

has been posted to our website. You may access it from 

our webpage, www.stjamestempe.org, and clicking on 

the YouTube icon. 

2020 Maundy Thursday Foot Washing Clinic Postponed 
“Sock Sacks” Still Needed 

 
The foot washing clinic has been postponed.  It is the hope of the organizers 

that this ministry can be done later in the summer/fall.  More information will 

be available at a later date.  Thank you to those who have prepared “sock 

sacks”.  Please hold on to them as they will be needed even more than ever.  If 

you’d like to create sock sacks during this time of staying home and staying 

safe…these are the items needed in each “sack”: 1pr white socks; 1pr black 

socks; 1pk pocket tissues; 2 granola bars (or, even better, nutrigrain bars or 

soft bars); 2 water bottles; Toenail clippers without a file; and paper emory 

boards we can order from Amazon.  Please let Deacon Robin know if you are 

able to make some of these and hold them for the future. Contact Deacon 

Robin (robin.b.hollis@gmail.com) or at (480) 242-7178. 

Creating	 a	 Sacred	 Space	 at	 Home:	 In these times when we 

are sheltering at home worship might not have quite the same 

feel. Creating a sacred space at home helps put us in a frame of 

mind for worship and especially now with Holy Week and Easter 

coming up. I encourage you as you are sitting in on our live, 

online worship to participate to the fullest extent possible: light 

candles, sing, pray. I am including an article from the Episcopal 

Diocese of Colorado with suggestions about creating a sacred 

space at home. Try it out. Even if you don’t have the space for 

something permanent when it’s time for worship light 

candles.  As you light candles acknowledge God’s presence in that 

space: “We light this candle to remind us that God is with us in 

this place, at this time.” Prayers and blessings to you all. Andrea+ 

Here is the article: 

A sacred space is a space set apart that can help us come closer to God. Create a sacred space in 
the home where you can pray, read scripture, and worship. If your home allows, make it a quiet, 
out-of-the-way space, free from clutter. If you have limited room, even a shelf will do. Gather 
symbols of our Christian faith and other items that are meaningful to you: candles, a cross, an 
icon, incense, a cloth. Invite family members, including children of all ages, to contribute to the 
location and design of the space, with each person adding items that help them make meaning. 
Items might be added to the space throughout the week, e.g., a bowl and cloth on Maundy 
Thursday, a black cloth covering the cross on Good Friday, water symbolizing Holy Baptism on 
Holy Saturday, photos of people you are praying for. 
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This is a time for all of us to be thankful to all the people who have continued to do what needs to be done to 
make life seem more normal in this time of Pandemic Covid-19.  It is the people who continue to do their job while 
others around are sheltering at home, keeping their social distance and following orders from our town, county, 
state and national governments to stay at home, stay safe and keep healthy.  Many do not have the luxury to stay 
home.  We must remember to thank our local grocery store employees, pharmacist, restaurateurs who are 
providing us with take-out food, truckers, our fire, police, nurses, doctors, and military people naming just a few 
who are there when we’ve been told to self-quarantine.  We owe them and so many more our gratitude during this 
stressful time.   

 Those of us at St. James owe our appreciation to Diana BowieDiana BowieDiana BowieDiana Bowie who has been in the office every day to 
answer the phones, to answer our questions, to be there for us emotionally, to do the routine things that are 
required to keep the church running so that we know there is a safe haven for us at St. James if we need one.  
DianaDianaDianaDiana has been there for workmen, the school employees, parishioners with questions and a million other things 
that keep our church alive and well during this unique time.  We also are grateful to Pastor AndreaPastor AndreaPastor AndreaPastor Andrea for all she has 
done for us spiritually and emotionally.  She has been there to give direction, walk the labyrinth, walk the Stations 
of the Cross, furnish services to the sick and fragile of us, and to prepare the online Facebook sermon to deliver 
to all of us who need that spiritual uplift during our quarantine.  Thank you both for being there for all of us.   

 Also deserving of our thanks are Senior Warden, Bob KlassenBob KlassenBob KlassenBob Klassen and Junior Warden, Larry KenyonLarry KenyonLarry KenyonLarry Kenyon, who have 
been working behind the scenes to keep the business side and the physical plant at the church up and running.  
They along with the Vestry, Mary Hovden, Anne Marie Bellamy, Mary Hovden, Anne Marie Bellamy, Mary Hovden, Anne Marie Bellamy, Mary Hovden, Anne Marie Bellamy----Bartholomew, Denise Boyd, Tara Papaccio, Joan Bartholomew, Denise Boyd, Tara Papaccio, Joan Bartholomew, Denise Boyd, Tara Papaccio, Joan Bartholomew, Denise Boyd, Tara Papaccio, Joan 
Besonen,Besonen,Besonen,Besonen, and the Treasurer, Gerry Carlston Gerry Carlston Gerry Carlston Gerry Carlston have been watchful of the physical and financial well-being of the 
church.  Thank you all for all you have done when we were not able to do it.   

 

We at St James are indeed blessed to have such wonderful people  
shepherding us and watching out for all of us and for our church during  

these very exceptional times. 
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You Are Cordially invited to the 8th Annual St. James Ladies Tea 
    
    

                            Date:Date:Date:Date:       June 13, 2020June 13, 2020June 13, 2020June 13, 2020    

                            Time:Time:Time:Time:       2:00 until 4:00 p.m. 

 We Will Serve:         We Will Serve:         We Will Serve:         We Will Serve:         Delightful Tea Sandwiches,   
                      Dainty Desserts &   
                      Delicious Tea 

                            Cost:       Cost:       Cost:       Cost:       $15.00 per person 
 

Susan Buckley is overseeing the raffle baskets this year and is grateful for all who volunteer to make or contribute  

to a basket. Let your imagination soar! She would gladly accept gift cards to purchase items for the baskets. 

St James Bookies 
April’s book is “The Institute” by Stephen King. Enjoy!! 

Reading is a great way to while away the hours until we can meet again!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will not have lunch this month. 

Stay home and stay safe! 

          
 

We will not have dinner this month. 

Stay home and stay safe! 

2020 Lenten Study: 
The Matrix: A Study in Choosing Truth, Redemption & Salvation 

  
Options for resuming and completing the 2020 Lenten Study will be considered as we are made aware of the 
resumption of onsite activities.  In the meantime, follow up meetings online are available.  If you’d like to participate, 
please contact Deacon Robin (robin.b.hollis@gmail.com or (480) 242-7178) and we can set up a virtual discussion.  
Thank you to those who attended and shared supper.   
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MUSIC CORNER at St James  

 
What a difference a week makes! On Mar 11, I had a 2 hour rehearsal with 
singers for both services to get ready for Holy Week. We had a regular 
church service on the 15th. By the next day, everything changed as  Covid-
19 became front and center. I am happy to report that we are continuing to 
provide good music by continuing our service on Sundays with our FB 
Live streaming. While going ‘live’ is a little bit daunting, we will  continue 
to move forward with our preparations for Easter. We hope all stay well, 

and that we can use these times to continue with our Lenten meditations and prayers. 

Whenever we meet again in person, we will have an Easter Celebration Service and it will be all the more joyful for 
the delay! Sending everyone my best while we ‘weather this storm’   

           ~ ~ ~ Lali Breen 

“Connection, Community, and Creativity” 

Yes, we all find ourselves today embracing a very different normal then we have experienced before.  Now more than ever we 

need to be closer in community - drawing on each other and using our collective wisdom to find ways to stay in community.  We 

have the blessing of technology to help us, but we have not always had these digital ways of being together.  Cards, “snail mail”, 

and the telephone (or mobile phone) can still keep us together.  We also need to be willing to accept the outstretched connections 

that come our way.  Jesus reached out, helping many, healing through various means (mud in the eye, laying on of hands, having 

his cloak touched, prayer…) and by using various ways of connecting.  Parables and touch were important elements in his 

ministry.  Today we can still use parables, and “electronic” and “hand-written” touches.  We can pray and we can support others.  

We need to remember those who don’t have the blessings that we do.  We can still live out our baptismal covenant by supporting 

those in need in creative ways – we can leave bags of food and supplies on a porch…we can donate resources and money…we 

can stay home when we are not feeling well.  Time spent reading to others over the phone or recording messages can bring a voice 

of hope.  At this time we can truly use our God-given creativity to find ways to continue together in community.  Reach out and 

touch – touch in body, mind, and spirit.  Know that we are all together and here for each other.  

Blessings, 
Deacon Robin  

The deacon community throughout the Episcopal Church recently spent time together in a virtual meeting.  At the conclusion – 
this prayer was shared and we used it again at another online gathering.  It spoke to me and I wanted to share it with you!  Angel 
Hugs…. Deacon Robin 
 
Prayer for a Pandemic by Cameron Bellm 
(Used with permission) 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 

Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 

Remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those that have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

Remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen. 
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2020 Lent Madness continues online  
 
It’s the only “bracket” in town!  Participation in this annual Lenten Activity is still going strong.  A lot can still be 
learned about the saints and the challenges they faced. The website for voting, videos, copies of the bracket and more 
can be found at http://www.lentmadness.org/. For more information or questions, please see Deacon Robin, (480) 
242-7178. Get your Halo on!  

Acolyte Schedule for April & May 2020 

DATE 8:30 am Service 10:30 am Service 

April 26 Elliot Brandon 

2020 May 3 Damien Linda 

May 10 John Barnabas Dylan 

May 17 Elliot Janet 

May 24 Damien Allison 

 April 1 – April 25th   No onsite acolytes will be scheduled.  If needs change, 
an email will be sent asking for volunteers.  Thank you!  

Arizona Faith Network 
 
As people of faith we invite you to gather together during this anxious and uncertain time. Take a 

moment to visit AFN's Virtual Prayer Room (https://www.arizonafaithnetwork.org/prayer-room), read the 
prayers of our community and submit your own. We stand together, rooted in our own faiths, praying for 
healing and direction. Here's one shared by an AFN board member: 
 
This was a Shabbat benediction at the summer camp where I grew up. It later became the camp Seeds 
of Peace, which hosts Israeli, Palestinian, Egyptian, Jordanian, Indian and Pakistani teens for the 
summer. The poem is now a graffiti mural in a sanctified space at the Seeds of Peace camp: 
 
I met a stranger in the night 
Whose lamp had ceased to shine 
I paused 
And let him light his lamp from mine. 
 
A tempest sprang up later on 
It shook the world about. 
When the storm was gone 
My lamp was out. 
 
But back to me the stranger came. 
His lamp was glowing fine. 
He held to me his precious flame 
And rekindled mine. 
 
 — Paul Rockower, Judaism  
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Finger Labyrinth  


