
PROGRAM FOR THE ADVENT WREATH

1st Sunday of the Advent: 1st candle
The Archangel Gabriel

1. Bible Reading: Luke 1:26-38
2. Commentary: The angels in the Bible are God’s 
court; they  surround the Holy  Trinity.  Their function is 
worship.  They  are the glory  of God and they  glorify 
God.
Their mission is  to preserve,  to defend and guard 
whatever belongs  to God. They  are the messengers 
that communicate the gifts  of God and announce 
God’s will.
Gabriel is  the archangel who announces God’s  plans. 
Through Gabriel the prophet Daniel heard about the 
mysteries  of Christ. He appeared to Zachariah in the 
Temple, and in the same way  to Mary, mother of 
Jesus in Nazareth.
Angelic apparitions in the Bible are a sign of the 
powerful action of God, changing miraculously  events. 
This is the sign from the Archangel Gabriel in the 
Annunciation: God is  fulfilling the promises  of 
liberation and salvation in Christ
3. Prayer: BCP 240 – The Annunciation
4. Song: While the candle is  lit,  the congregation 

sings a song/hymn.

2nd Sunday of Advent: 2nd candle
The Prophet Isaiah

 
1. Bible Reading: Isaiah 6:1-7
2. Commentary: The Prophet Isaiah practiced his 
ministry  for aprox. 40 years. He was very  active and 
involved in the life of his country  becoming an national 
hero and genius poet. He is  one of the messianic 
prophets.  Isaiah is  the prophet of Faith. While in crises 
he cries and hopes  in God. The same God calls  for 

justice in that society, as  well as asks for sincerity  and 
true worship.
The book of Isaiah suffered additions and 
modifications, but kept the essence of the message: 
the holiness of God demands his  people establish a 
kingdom of justice and peace. The readings from the 
book of Isaiah during Advent season call us to have 
holiness in our daily lives promoting social justice.
In the Christian tradition, Isaiah is presented with the 
scroll of the Law  in one hand and points to the skies 
with the other – as it is said in Chapter 40:26 “Lift up 
your eyes on high and see”, and “God will come and 
save you” Chapter 35,4.
3. Prayer: Almighty  and everlasting God, we thank you 
for your servant Isaiah you called to announce hope 
and Good News to the oppressed,  raise up in this  and 
every  land prophets and heralds of your kingdom, that 
your church may  proclaim the unsearchable riches of 
our Savior Jesus Christ;  who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
4. Song: While the candle is lit, the congregation sings 
a song/hymn.
 

3rd Sunday of Advent: 3rd candle
Saint John the Baptist

 
1. Bible Reading: Matthew 3:1-6
2. Commentary: John of the Baptist is  the one called 
by  God to prepare the way  of the Messiah. His 
holiness abides in the fact that he is  separated by  God 
because he heard the voice of the Spirit of God while 
he was in the womb of his  mother Elizabeth. (The 
Visitation of Mary, mother of Jesus, to her cousin). 
John comes from an experience of desert and 
penitence to transform  lives through the joy  of the God 
news in Christ. His witness is about the Light of God. 
He is the link that connects the Old to the New 
Testament.  The prophecies  will soon be fulfilled in 
Jesus as the Messiah. As many  prophets, he was also 

martyred;  he is  the instrument of the Divine 
manifestation of the Holy Trinity during Jesus Baptism.
John is the one who sped the coming of Christ calling 
people to constant penitence, repentance and 
conversion of life. He announces the coming of the 
Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of justice and peace, so 
God can abide with us.
We should also follow  John the Baptist, not pointing to 
ourselves  but to Christ; living our lives  through a 
testimony of justice and sanctity among all.
3. Prayer: BCP 241 – The Nativity of Saint John the 
Baptist
4. Song: While the candle is lit, the congregation sings 
a song/hymn.
 

4th Sunday of Advent: 4th candle 
The Virgin Mary

 
1. Bible Reading: Luke 1:39-48
2. Commentary: the forth candle of the Advent 
symbolizes Mary, mother of God.  She, in the name of 
humanity, gives  herself and her flesh to bare God’s 
only  Son. Mary  is in the time and the space of the 
Mother of God the Son. He becomes flesh and abides 
among us because of her.
She is the servant of the Lord who accepts to be the 
instrument of salvation between God and humanity.  In 
her, the Holy  Spirit found a humble house for the 
Messiah. Her canticle is  an anticipation of the 
Kingdom of justice and peace:  “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is  the fruit of your womb” 
Luke 1, 41
Mary  is an important character in the history  of 
Salvation, through her body  the Mystery  of Incarnation 
happens.
3. Prayer: BCP 243 – Saint Mary the Virgin
4. Song: While the candle is lit, the congregation sings 
a song/hymn.



THE ADVENT WREATH

 Every  year we listen in church to the 
uncomfortable statement that commercialism has 
stolen from Christians the Christmas Mystery. This 
thesis is supported because the preparation for 
Christmas sales doesn’t start at the beginning of 
Advent but right after Halloween. There is an 
explosion of things we must do and things we must 
buy before we can rest Christmas Eve.
 The symbols are outside on the streets: on 
Christmas billboards and Christmas decorations; 
the symbols are inside of our houses, just turn on 
the Television or the Radio and we are reminded of 
our Christmas to do list. These symbols are 

everywhere. But we gather in Church running away 
for a few hours from all this avalanche of 
commercialism and try  to find the meaning for this 
season.
 So, we create symbols to help us to get 
deep inside of this message about life and hope.
In the Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil one of 
the most powerful instruments to understand the 
Advent season is the Advent Wreath. The wreath 
can be used in the liturgical context in the church, in 
the beginning of Sunday  school,  as well as in the 
context of the family  in our homes. Both can be 
done in communal work and get everybody  involved 
in the creation and design of their own Wreath.
 The advent wreath is the meditation of 
God coming down from heaven to us. Each candle 
represents one of the four major characters in 
God’s incarnation.
 On the first Sunday, the candle lit 
represents the angelic presence of God in our lives. 
Specifically  it represents the Archangel Gabriel who 
challenges Mary. One of the most important 
sentences is:  “Fear not!”  This is often how  angels 
greet us. The second candle represents the 
Prophet Isaiah and calls us to remember how  many 
centuries people waited for this child, the God-child. 
Prophecy  was one of the ways God chose to speak 
to his people. In our time we are called to be 
prophets of God; to speak against injustice and 
bring words of hope.  The third candle is John the 
Baptist.  He is the greatest prophet from the New 
Testament.  He is the one who sees with his own 
eyes the Prophecy  from the Old Testament coming 
true.  In him the Old and the New  Testaments meet. 
His  function is clear; He calls the people to 
repentance. Repentance is always followed by 
“Conversion”.  The word Conversion has its roots in 
Greek and means: changing behavior, beginning a 
new  moment in life. Without changing feelings there 

is no Conversion. The fourth candle represents the 
mother of Jesus, the young virgin Mary. This is the 
candle of acceptance; Mary  is the character who 
said “Yes” when all things temporal were telling her 
to say  “NO.”  She is the perfect symbol of FAITH. In 
her body  God found a house, in her arms God 
found love.
 And finally, the fifth central white (can be 
gold or silver) candle represents the Mystery  of our 
faith, the fragile God; Jesus Christ. This one is lit on 
Christmas day  (or in the main Service for 
Christmas).
 Churches and places have variations 
according to local traditions. Most have purple or 
red candles for the four Sundays of Advent (the 
fourth Sunday, Mary’s, can variety  between pink or 
blue). Holly  leaves can be adapted to the local 
context and wrapped in a red ribbon. The leaves 
come from Greek mythology  under the belief that 
the deity  from the woods is present in the bushes, 
and the red ribbon represents the power of the Holy 
Spirit in the history  of salvation. Little bells can be 
added as sign of Good News, wonderful tidings. 
“Unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given”.
 The ritual for the candles can be used in 
the beginning of the liturgy, after the preaching or in 
the Offertory. In the context of the church, each 
sunday  a different group is called to read and lit the 
candle (women, youth, children, etc).
 The songs 
or hymns are chosen 
b y  t h e t e a m 
responsible for the 
A d v e n t w r e a t h 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e 
themes and the local 
community.




