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The	Season	of	Easter	

Renewal of Life 
 

We are grateful for a holy Lenten season, and as I preached on Easter Vigil, Lent 

lasts for forty days while joyful Easter season goes beyond, �ifty days. 

 

Christians from the East and West celebrate the season of new life and renewal. 

In the midst of sorrowful stories of war and uncomfortable truths of our 

societies, we continue working with the hope that God can transform what is 

death to life. 

 

The May Easter season begins with the visitation of our bishop, The	Right	Rev.	

Jennifer	Reddall.	Inspired by a blessed Vestry Retreat, our church leaders come 

together to celebrate with our bishop. 

 

But May has more to offer, new ways to get involved, and to participate in the 

life of the church and to proclaim the time “of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke	14,	19)	

 

God is calling us to offer our gifts and just like the Early Church who heard the 

news on the risen Christ, we are called to abandon the fear and engage in action. 

 

In May, you can choose to be part of the planning for Pride month, to help with 

youth ministry or the women’s ministry (like	 St.	 James	Ladies	Tea), to support 

outreach programs like UMOM and the diocesan's Borderland Ministry. There 

will be opportunities to help with Digital Ministry and with Liturgical planning. 

Weekly prayer and Bible studies on Wednesdays on site. And don’t forget the 

Youth Summer Camp happening at Chapel Rock! 

 

Finally, we will begin conversations about additional programs for spirituality. 

The Spirituality (also known as Spirituality and Purpose in Later Life) will be 

offered by St. James in a few months. You will have planning dates on the 

announcements on Sundays and in our bulletins.  

 

Also, the conversation and planning of pilgrimages in 2023 and 2024, to the Holy 

Land and to the U.K. are commencing soon. 
 

Your church community is here to serve you and serve others. Through service 

we renew our call to ministry. In the life of community and through sacraments, 

we strengthen our vision and mission. 
 

Fr.	Sam	Dessórdi	Leite+	
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Treasurer’s Update 
 

Our Total Operating deficit  stood at about 6,000 at the 
end of April. But we’ve had to transfer almost $19,000 
from Operating Reserves so far this year.  As noted above, 
this is because the dates income is received do not line up 
with the dates funds are needed to cover payroll and 
bills.  But at least so far the draw-down of our reserves 
hasn’t been quite as large as the budget predicted.  Thank 
you!! 
 
Gerry Carlston 
Treasurer 
(pgcarlston@cox.net) 
 
You can contribute online to St. James at: 

St. James 
975 E Warner Rd  or  https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2407353 
Tempe, AZ 85284 

January 1 through April 30, 2022 

 Actual Budget  

YTD Operating Income $  74,848 $  67,894 

YTD Operating Expense $  80,995 $  91,647 

YTD Surplus / (Deficit) $  6,147 $  23,753 

Transferred from 
Operating Reserve 

$   18,970 $   23,333 

Monthly Deficit and Transfer totals do not necessarily 
agree. Income is received irregularly throughout a given 
month, but expenses are incurred and settled weekly. 

What a wonderful experience Holy Week was! The blessing of the palms and the 

sheltering of Deacon Robin and the Gospel with an umbrella during the procession 

brought special meaning to this day. The Easter Triduum followed with Maundy 

Thursday being another special experience. This year’s Maundy Thursday brought 

50 people together to share a meal of Middle Eastern foods, fellowship, Eucharist, 

foot washing, and the stripping of the altar. The next day, Good Friday, we had two 

completely different services that included the reading of the Passion. The noon 

service featured the Veneration of the Cross, while 7pm service concluded with the Burial of the Icon 

with tulips. The Easter Triduum concluded with the Easter Vigil. Once again, another special service that 

began in the dark on the patio with the kindling of new fire and the lighting of the Paschal Candle. We 

then ended in the brightness of light seeing butterflies on an olive tree behind the altar. We celebrated 

afterwards with beverages and decadent foods. This was a great lead in to Easter Sunday.  

 

From the bottom of my heart, I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped make these Holy 

Week services happen the way they did. We always had more than 15 at the planning sessions! These 

Easter Triduum services were sacred, heartwarming, and experiences that will be remembered. I can 

hardly wait to experience this again next year! 
 
Peace, 

Bob Klassen  

Your Vestry: 

Vestry Meeting  
Thursday, June 2nd 

10:30 am 

Bob Klassen (Senior Warden) 

Steve Vanden Heuvel (Junior Warden) 

Gerry Carlston (Treasurer) 

Ann Marie Bellamy-Bartholomew  

Joan Besonen 

Denise Boyd 

Larry Kenyon  

Tara Papaccio 

Carol Paulk 

 



Page 3Page 3Page 3Page 3    

Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 

Easter Vigil 

Sunday 

May 1, 2022 



Wednesday’s at St. James (resumes in May): 

4:00 pm – Prayer and Meditation (at the Church) 

4:45 pm – Fellowship (at the Church) 

5:00 pm – Study of the Bible (at the Church Library) 
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  Congratulations to our High School Graduate� 
        

    Allison Aguir re 
        
                Well done, Class of 2022…Well done, Class of 2022…Well done, Class of 2022…Well done, Class of 2022…    

The Sky’s the limit!The Sky’s the limit!The Sky’s the limit!The Sky’s the limit!    

Bishop’s E-Pistle: Considering the Supreme Court Draft Opinion 

I know that the leaked Supreme Court draft opinion is on the hearts and minds of many Episcopalians in 

Arizona and around the nation. I share in the grief and concern that the opinion if maintained when it is 

actually issued, will result in not just the loss of rights and autonomy of women, but the suffering, 

impoverishment, and death of women who are no longer able to access safe and legal abortions.  

As you approach this topic with your own prayers, activism, and learning, here are some resources to 

consider:  

A description and list of General Convention resolutions about abortion can be found at https://

www.episcopalchurch.org/ogr/summary-of-general-convention-resolutions-on-abortion-and-womens-

reproductive-health/. 

.The Rev. Kira Austin-Young published a book in 2017 called Pro-Choice and Christian: Reconciling Faith, 

Politics, and Justice.  It is available on Amazon.  (It is published under her former name).  

The Rev. Fleming Rutledge wrote a blog post about her complicated beliefs about abortion in 2019 that 

you can access at http://generousorthodoxy.org/rumination/abortion-some-ruminations/. A summary 

is that she believes abortion is always wrong, but that it should also be legal.  

+ The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall 
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EYC  

 

Thank you so much for those who came to youth group in March.  We had a great time 

getting together to play Monopoly and fellowship.  
 

Sunday, May 22nd 

Let’s Go Bowling! 
 

McRay Plaza Lanes 

3825 W. Ray Road 

Chandler, AZ 85226 

 
After the service let’s grab some lunch and bowl a few frames!If you plan on attending, 

please let me know via email or text by Wednesday, May 18th.                                                       

Eileen Flock    

eflock@cox.net 

(480) 586-1124 

 

UMOM Walk the Walk to End Homelessness 

Saturday, May 14thSaturday, May 14thSaturday, May 14thSaturday, May 14th 
6 am to 9 am 

Phoenix Zoo  
(includes Free Day pass to the Zoo) 

Our team name is St James TempeOur team name is St James TempeOur team name is St James TempeOur team name is St James Tempe. For more information, visit www.umom.org/walk. We walk 

because WE can make a difference. Together we can restore hope, rebuild lives & end homelessness. 

Date 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading 
Prayers of the 

People 

Offering Plates 

& Ushers 

Lay 

Eucharis�c 

Ministers 

Acolyte 

May 1 Nick Jill Sheryl Erica N. Ann Marie/Susan Sheryl/Carol   
Elliot/Aly/

Zac 

May 8 Lauri Chris P Randy Kim G Ann Marie/Susan Denise/Paul Brandon 

May 15 Bob Denise Joan Pat Ann Marie/Susan Erica/Pat Elliot 

May 22 Kathleen Lauri Denise Paul Ann Marie/Susan Denise/Paul Dylan 

May 29 Joan Lali Carol P Kathleen Ann Marie/Susan Denise/Carol Careen 
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Thanks to everyone on the Planning and Hospitality Committees and to all the 
parishioners who participated in the Easter Activities tied to the Liturgy. The four-
day event was wonderful and enjoyed by all. The Maundy Thursday Supper with 

Eucharist was a huge success with a lovely Mediterranean Dinner enjoyed by 
everyone. The Good Friday services included the Liturgy of the day with 
Veneration of the Cross and the Ritual Burial of the Icon of Christ. The Holy 
Saturday services involved Morning Prayer and setting the Church for Easter Vigil, 

the Easter Vigil, and Eucharist Celebration. The four-day event culminated in the Easter Eucharist 
Liturgy on Sunday morning. All-in-all a new and exciting Easter experience at St. James. 

Many thanks to Nick Spence once again for everything he has done at St. James recently, 
especially for all the help he has given Larry Kenyon at the SAARC Pre-School. 
There are things constantly needing to be repaired, replaced, re-invented, re-
installed or revised  at the school and Nick is always there to do what he can to 

help Larry when asked. Nick replaced and repaired the floodlight sensor and 
flood light in the back of the school, repaired entry lights in front of all the school 
rooms and put in new LED lightbulbs for all lights at the school. He also repaired 

parking lot lights in back of the school and replaced two light sensors outside 
the church. This saved time in having to find an electrician, if one could be found 
these days, and a lot of money that an electrician would have charged. Thank 

you once again for all you do at St. James, Nick.  

Eileen Flock deserves kudos for taking on the St. James Team sign-up for the 13th Annual UMOM 
Homeless Shelter’s Walk again this year. UMOM is the largest homeless shelter in the State of 

Arizona and provides housing and social services for our most vulnerable populations. If you’d like 
to join the Team, contact Eileen Flock at eflock@cox.net for more information.  

 What would we do without our volunteers? Thank you all!!!!!!What would we do without our volunteers? Thank you all!!!!!!What would we do without our volunteers? Thank you all!!!!!!What would we do without our volunteers? Thank you all!!!!!!    

THANK YOU! 
Lent Madness  2022 Ministry Pool $190  for UMOM!  

Just a quick update to say THANK YOU to everyone who donated to our Lent Madness 2022 
Ministry Pool.  Thanks to you, we raised $190!  Our parishioners who were the closest in getting to 
the Faithful Four (final four) are Joan Besonen and Carol Paulk  This year’s 2022 Golden Halo 
winner is Dr. José Hernández – an incredible individual and someone we all learned about.  Joan and 
Carol determined that UMOM will be the recipient of the St. James’ contribution.  Again, thank you 
to all who participated, donated to the ‘pool’, and learned about the saints.  Special “thank you” 
again to our wonderful bracket master, Sheryl Houle who kept our bracket chart up to date! 

For more information and detailed biography on the newest Golden Halo winner go to 

www.lentmadness.org. 
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EfM Matters 

                 God Bless the Cracks!  

 

 

Stephanie Spellers, in her book, “The Church Cracked Open,” writes in her conclusion:  

“No one asks to be cracked open or disrupted. No church seeks to decline in membership or stature. Most people don’t go 

looking for experiences that will humble them and break their hold on a treasured identity and culture. We did not choose to 

land here in the wilderness: we were shoved by pandemic, racial reckoning, decline, and economic and social disruption. But 

now that we’re here, humbled and open, we have a choice and a chance.”  

 

A required reading in EfM’s curriculum, Stephanie Spellers’ book provided our group with eight chapters of 

history, pain, beauty and hope to ponder and discuss.  

 
Mary Jane Porter, Mentor 

mjp4@cornell.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC CORNER at St James  

As the year is literally speeding by, I am sure  most of us cannot believe the summer is upon us.  We will be blessed on May 
1st with the Bishop’s visit to St James, in tandem with our celebration for Deacon Robin’s 10-year ordination. This may 
have already happened by the time you see the Newsletter, so I hope that many will have joined us for this special service.  

I want to mention that Holy Week was a special time for us.  The planning committee did such a wonderful job of putting 
together the dinner and the space for the various services. We had different set ups for the 3 nights  before Easter, and I am 
sure that next year things will even better. We had a lot of extra music, and I especially thought the acoustic music during 
the Thursday and Friday services was very beautiful (thanks to our singers!)  and definitely was integrated into the services in 
a way we have not experienced before. 

I am also pleased that Allison Aguirre will be returning to our music group (at least for now). She has been performing with 
a competitive concert band  and is also graduating from High School this month, so we hope she will join us for as long as 
she can before college ‘claims’ her.   

 We look forward to the month ahead and hope our music can continue bringing the spirit of the liturgy and can continue 
to be blessed by the spirit of St  James.  

            ~ Lali Breen 
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Join Us for Lunch!! 

Thursday, May 19th 
11:30 am 

 
 

Biscuit’s, 4623 E. Elliot Road, Phoenix  (SW corner 48th & Elliot) 

 

Tuesday, May 10thTuesday, May 10thTuesday, May 10thTuesday, May 10th    
6:00 pm 

 
Cornish Pasty Co. 

1941 W. Guadalupe Road, Mesa, AZ 85202 

 

If you haven't come before please 

join us for a fun evening of food and 

fellowship. And bring a friend! For 

the safety and health of everyone it 

is asked that you be fully 

vaccinated to attend.   

    Sunday October Sunday October Sunday October Sunday October 23, 202223, 202223, 202223, 2022 

 

Evening of Music presentsEvening of Music presentsEvening of Music presentsEvening of Music presents    "St. James Jams""St. James Jams""St. James Jams""St. James Jams" 

a musical event & silent auctiona musical event & silent auctiona musical event & silent auctiona musical event & silent auction 

Watch this space for more exciting news next monthWatch this space for more exciting news next monthWatch this space for more exciting news next monthWatch this space for more exciting news next month 

You Are Cordially invited to the 8th Annual St. James Ladies Tea 
    
    

                            Date:Date:Date:Date:       June 4, 2022June 4, 2022June 4, 2022June 4, 2022    

                            Time:Time:Time:Time:       2:00 until 4:00 p.m. 

 We Will Serve:         We Will Serve:         We Will Serve:         We Will Serve:         Delightful Tea Sandwiches,   
                      Dainty Desserts &   
                      Delicious Tea 

                            Cost:       Cost:       Cost:       Cost:       $15.00 per person 
 

Tickets will go on sale soon. Space is limited so reserve your table early!  
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“Sabbath = Sabbatical Time” 
 

As many of you know, by the time  you are reading this May newsletter, I will have 
begun my 6-month Sabbatical from parish ministry. Celebrating my 10 years of 
ordination to the diaconate on Sunday, May 1st with Bishop will certainly have been a 
highlight for me. I will still be an active deacon and focusing on my Diocesan level 
ministries.  The family of St. James has been my family’s home for more than 30 years 
and being raised up here and serving at St. James is a humbling privilege and pleasure.  
As the online dictionary states, “A sabbatical is a stretch of time granted to in order to 
study or travel and expand one’s  horizons.” The term comes from Greek for Sabbath 
which means rest and Sabbath is our biblical day of rest during the week. I will miss 
being among this family as protocol dictates that I not have contact with members for this 
period of time.  In my letter to Father Sam and the Vestry I wrote: 
 

…Clergy, which includes Deacons, are entitled to some time away after 5 to 7 years…  At this time, 
I will now pursue this opportunity and I will enter into a 6-month Sabbatical from Parish Ministry 
beginning May 2, 2022.  As is the protocol, I will not have any connections or pastoral 
relationships with anyone from St. James during this period. 
 

Wishing you a wonderful period of Eastertide moving to Pentecost and Ordinary Time.  I will continue to pray for 
all of my St. James Family, and I ask your continued prayers for my family and me. And so, I ended my letter with 
the following: 
 

Words cannot express what this family means to me, and my family and I hold you all in a spirited 

embrace.  Afterall, Roy and I will return someday to the Memorial Garden, so we will be back. �    
 

Easter Blessings! 
Deacon Robin 

Vestry Retreat 
April 30, 2022 

Held at All Saints Episcopal Church 


